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Connect and Re-Connect 
 
On Maundy Thursday, I made a #HolyWeekPastorConfession about 
how I had, for years, never been able to make sense of the little ex-
change between Jesus and Peter in John 13:1-17. Peter proclaims 
that Jesus will never wash his feet. Jesus gently chides Peter; if he 
doesn't let Jesus wash his feet, he will have no part with Jesus. Pe-
ter, as Peter does, asks Jesus to wash all of him if that's the case. 
Jesus replies in his trademark obliqueness: those who have bathed 
and are clean only need their feet washed. It was only as I was pre-
paring for Maundy Thursday this year, that I was able to see that Je-
sus, presaging his death on the cross and the cleansing atonement 
he would offer in that death, might just be telling them that because 
of that work to come, they would only need spot-cleaning from 
there on out.  
 
In this Easter season, I have another #PastorConfession to make: I 
have trouble praying for myself.  
 
It started in college. In a series of events in my life, I came to under-
stand the truth of what so many Reformed theologians have said: 
the human will is turned in upon itself, because of sin. Instead of be-
ing able to pray like Jesus and say, "Not my will, but your will be 
done," I found that I prayed for my will to be done instead of God's. 
Even when my words said I was seeking God's good, my heart was 
seeking my own good. Understanding that I could not trust my will 
where I was concerned, I stopped praying for myself.  
 
I could still pray for others, of course, because seeking God's good 
for them left my wayward will out of the equation. At first, I prayed 
for God's will to be done. After a while, I slowly learned to plead 
with God, while remaining open to a different answer, for the sick to 
be healed, for the broken to be bound up, and the captive to be 
freed. But I still didn't pray for myself.  
 
Cont’d on back page  
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CHURCH STAFF 
 
Pastoral 
The Rev. Jihyun Oh 
Interim Pastor/Head of Staff 
pastor@opcbrookhaven.org 
 
The Rev. Dr. Linda Hawthorne 
Parish Associate 
 
Program and Support 
Cheryl Hartman, C.C.E. 
Office Manager, Facilities 
Director of Christian Education 
cheryl@opcbrookhaven.org 
 
Dr. Tim Hsu 
Music Director 
tim@opcbrookhaven.org 
 
Alexandria Stephenson 
Communications Assistant 
alexandria@ 
opcbrookhaven.org 
 
Tripp Brogdon 
Seminary Intern 
intern@opcbrookhaven.org 
 
Preschool 
404.233.5479 
 
Beverly Moon 
Director 
beverly@oppbrookhaven.org 
 
Lynnette Kachel 
Assistant Director 
lynnette@oppbrookhaven.org 
 
Pastor Emeritus 
The Rev. Dr. Fitzhugh Legerton 
 
Ministers 
All Members of OPC 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
Next Deadline for 

Crossings 
May 20, 2017 

CLERK’S CORNER 
Mary Ann Hawthorne 

Approved Session minutes from March 26, 2017 meeting as amended 
 
Approved the agenda for the April 23, 2017 Session meeting 
 
Received the April Clerk's report 
 
Approved placement of drop box for Preschool, to be determined 
 
Approved using Fellowship Committee funds for the Community Cafe 
event on May 7 
 
Approved minimum and maximum salary/benefits for new pastor for in-
clusion in MIF  

Jean Cox; Virginia Quillian; 
Christina Cross; Stewart Cobb 
(Diane Powell’s friend); Meg Hill 
(Tripp’s sister); Barbara Pinson, 
Gene and John Sitton (Genie 
Stringer’s friends/family); An-
drew Blanton (Sarah Wheeler’s 
friend); Ruth Walker; Diane 
Powell;The Rev. Denise Ander-
son and The Rev. Dr. Jan Ed-
miston (Co-Moderator, Presby-
terian Church (U.S.A.)); Ogle-
thorpe Presbyterian Church 
during our transition.   

People in Our Prayers 

Did you know you can give 
money to Oglethorpe Presby-
terian Church without costing 
you anything more?  Sign in to 
Smile.Amazon.com and choose 
Oglethorpe Presbyterian 
Church as your charity.   
 
Then when you want to shop 
on Amazon sign in through 

OPC has new giving options! 
Visit 
www.opcbrookhaven.org to 
learn more or download the 
GIVE+ app on your 
smartphone! 

Thank you to everyone who 
helped make our Easter celebra-
tion so much fun and exciting this 
year.  From filling eggs to singing 
in the choir to hiding eggs to 
leading worship.  

http://smile.amazon.com/gp/chpf/about/ref=smi_aas_redirect?ie=UTF8&*Version*=1&*entries*=0
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Monthly Calendar 

Regular Meetings 
(except when noted elsewhere) 

 

Weekly 
Sundays: 
11am Worship  
 
Tuesdays: 
10am Food Pantry at Suthers Center 
8pm Alcoholics Anonymous (FH) 
 
Wednesdays: 
5:45pm Centering Prayer (Parlor) 
6:45pm Handbell Choir (Sanctuary)  
 
Fridays: 
10 am Food Pantry at Suthers Center 
8pm Alcoholics Anonymous (FH) 
 

Monthly 
 

Stewards Serving Sunday, May 7: 
liturgist: Jeff Chance; ushers/greeters: Jean Cox, Roberta DiVia; 
ushers/counters: Mary Ann Hawthorne, Ethan Gillespie; 
sound/open: _____; Refreshments: _____, PowerPoint: Christo-
pher Soltis; nursery: _____. 
 
Stewards Serving Sunday, May 14: 
liturgist: Eleanor Timmons; ushers/greeters: Charles Haw-
thorne, ; ushers/counters: Marianne Martin, __________ ; 
sound/open: _____; Refreshments: Deborah O'Donnell, Power-
Point: Kelly Norris; nursery: Jennifer Kim . 
 

Stewards Serving Sunday, May 21: 
liturgist: Ric Paterson; ushers/greeters: , Jennifer Soltis; ush-
ers/counters: _____, Brandon Cassidy; sound/open: _____; Re-
freshments: Edyie DaVia, PowerPoint: _____; nursery: Connie 
Phillips. 
 

Stewards Serving Sunday, May 28: 
liturgist: Nicholas Cox; ushers/greeters: Kelly Norris, Cathy Po-
ley; ushers/counters: __________, _____; sound/open: Jean 
Cox; Refreshments: Amanda and Mimi Averill, PowerPoint: Mary 
Ann Hawthorne; nursery: Kristi Stephenson. 
 

Calendar Events & 
Notes 

Our next church workday is Sat-
urday, May 13, from 9am to 1pm. 

Please join in and help 
keep your church in good 
shape.  
 
 
Book club will be at Mary 
Ann Haw-
thorne’s 
home  
Monday May 
8th  at 
7:00 where 
we will be 
discussing I 
Am Malala 
by Malala Yousafzai 
If you would like infor-
mation about joining the 
book club, contact Margy 
Jones at mnjbai-
ley@aol.com 
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New American Pathways  
 
Emily Texter from OPC took the refugee family to the Clark-
ston library for the first time and got a library card as well as a 
free book for the children. Sue Westfall and others are help-
ing the family with English as a Second Language.  More vol-
unteers are needed. 
 
Missions Committee at OPC 
Mission and outreach are central to our identity at Oglethorpe Presbyterian Church. Our mission 
programs are a way to serve those in need and also provide opportunities for us to share our 
time, talents, and resources. To find out more about how you can get involved in these missions, 
contact Emily Texter at emilytexter@bellsouth.net  
 
The next Habitat build for OPC (our 16th) is just around the corner. Build dates are 
on Saturdays: May 6,13,20 & June 3,10,17, 24 (no build during Memorial Day week-
end). This year's build will be at 2510 Perkerson Road SW - 30315 (note the first 
day we will meet at the Habitat Warehouse in the morning before heading to the 
house). Build hours will be from 7:30-3:30 and we have traditionally carpooled 
from the church parking lot as parking is limited at the site. Plan on meeting at the 
church at 7:15 to carpool. 

MISSIONS  
Emily Texter 

Pastor Nominating Committee 
 

COMMUNITY CAFE, MAY 7th, 2017 -  
Please save the date and make your plans to attend OPC's first "Community Cafe" event on May 7th, for 
members and friends of our congregation, some OPC Pre-school families and invitees from our sur-
rounding community.   
  
The event will include a catered lunch and a nursery for the children, and it will center on a series of con-
versations at shifting tables prompted by a few key questions about our lives and our church, and the 
church's place within the community.  As you may have heard Jihyun announce last Sunday, we have 
decided to use this kind of World Cafe approach, rather than sending a lengthy written survey, as a 
method of gathering input to help your pastor nominating committee (PNC) describe what OPC is all 
about.   
 
Part of the process for the PNC of selecting a new permanent pastor involves the development of a min-
istry information form (MIF) characterizing our church and detailing its ministry, mission and faithfulness 
that binds us together in relationships. Potential candidates for our pastorate will review the MIF when 
deciding whether to submit an application, so you can understand and appreciate the importance of it.   
 
We need your thoughts, ideas and opinions to fully state an "identity statement" for and a true picture of 
our church.  We believe this Community Cafe event promises to be an interesting, fun and thought-
provoking occasion, and we ask you all to please set aside this time to come and participate on May 7th, 
immediately after the worship service!  
 
RSVP:  Please visit http://events.eventzilla.net/e/oglethorpe-presbyterian-church--community-cafe-
2138914668 or call the church office at (404) 233-5469. 

mailto:emilytexter@bellsouth.net
http://events.eventzilla.net/e/oglethorpe-presbyterian-church--community-cafe-2138914668
http://events.eventzilla.net/e/oglethorpe-presbyterian-church--community-cafe-2138914668
tel:(404)%20233-5469
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The Food Pantry at The Suthers Center 
 
Genie Stringer is an active volunteer at the Suthers 
Center in Chamblee.  She is also on the board repre-
senting Oglethorpe Presbyterian.   
  
The Suthers Center for Christian Outreach is an all-
volunteer organization providing food, clothing, and 
emergency assistance to those in need.  Funded by 
proceeds from an on-site thrift shop and donations, 
it is operated by four churches in the Brookhaven 
area:  St. Martin’s in the Fields Episcopal, Ogle-
thorpe Presbyterian, Brookhaven United Methodist, 
and Brookhaven Christian Church.  We don’t preach:  
we try to help, and there are no constraints on 
those we serve, who come from all ethnicities and 
religions. 
  
In 2016 the Suthers Center gave 154,000 pounds of 
food to 3,200 families or 12,000 people. We provide 
fresh fruit and vegetables, bread, meat, and canned 
goods in addition to laundry detergent and dish 
soap, soap and toilet paper, and diapers.  We give 
out turkeys at Thanksgiving and hams at Easter and 
Christmas. We provided emergency assistance 
(MARTA cards, help with utility bills, etc.) to 1700 
families.  When families come to us for help, we of-
ten provide $25 vouchers they can use in the thrift 
shop on necessities such as clothing, linens, dishes, 
pots and pans.  Last year we cashed $21,600 worth 
of these vouchers.  We also donate clothing to St. 
Vincent de Paul, the Battered Women’s Shelter, and 
the Union Mission.  A volunteer driver picks up 
clothing from several local thrift shops to give out 
to the homeless downtown. 
  
The Suthers Center is named for a retired priest 
from St. Martin’s who began their Emergency Assis-
tance program 30 years ago.  Six years ago, they 
moved to a separate facility on Broad Street in 
Chamblee, and Oglethorpe Presbyterian moved its 
food pantry there, too.  The thrift shop became the 
primary source of funds.  The site was carefully 
chosen to be near MARTA trains and buses in a safe 
area. 
  
The food pantry is open Tuesday and Friday morn-
ings.  The Atlanta Community Food Bank has been 
an enormous help, as food, including fresh vegeta-
bles, fruits, and meats are available for 16 cents/
pound (but our volunteers have to get there very 
early in the morning to get them.) We focus on peo-
ple in the 30319 and 30341 area codes, but we nev-
er turn anyone away who is hungry or desperate.  
When people from other area codes call or appear, 

we help them and give them local resources to call.  
Originally, people could come 4 times a year.  Now, 
we’re at 8 times and moving to 10 times, with a goal 
of 12 times. 
  
The Food Pantry was 
started at Oglethorpe 
Presbyterian roughly 
40 years ago.  Initially a 
caring couple filled 
their car with food and 
took it to the needy.  
The church decided 
moved it into their fa-
cility.  When the op-
portunity to join St. 
Martin’s Emergency 
Assistance at the near-
by Suthers Center 
came, the church was 
delighted.  
  
Brookhaven United Methodist and Brookhaven 
Christian Church joined us, and other local churches 
make donations.  Recently, a large primarily Catho-
lic trust generously helped us with a new van to re-
place our on-its-last-legs one to pick up food and 
with help in other ways. 
  
Emergency Assistance is available Tuesday morn-
ings.  At one time we helped with rent and hotels, 
but we no longer do:  it simply became too expen-
sive.  We typically give out $50 - $70 per person or 
family but provide more for the right reason.  We 
only offer this assistance for four years because we 
do not want to be a long-term part of their budgets. 
  
Our clients are 45% Hispanic, 30% African-American, 
10%  Caucasian and 15% all other races.  We have to 
track data in order to work with the Atlanta Food 
Bank and SNAP (“Supplemental Nutrition Assis-
tance Program”). 
  
The Future?  For the long term, we want to help 
people become more self-sufficient.  We are teach-
ing classes for Hispanic mothers to learn practical 
English at no charge:  although this program started 
this year, 22 women have signed up.  We are also 
concerned by the rapidly increasing numbers of 
homeless people that are coming.  In the last year, 
many homeless shelters are closing in the Atlanta 
area. We are exploring more ways to help. 
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Oglethorpe Presbyterian Church 
Sunday School for All Ages: 9:45 am ٠ Worship:11am  

404.233.5469 ٠ www.opcbrookhaven.org ٠ info@opcbrookhaven.org 

Oglethorpe Presbyterian Church 
3016 Lanier Drive, NE 
Atlanta, Georgia 30319 

If you don’t want to receive this by mail,  

please contact the church office:  

404.233.5469, cheryl@opcbrookhaven.org 

DATED MATERIAL 

Con’t from front 

While I have learned to listen more intently for the 
leading of the Holy Spirit, while I have learned to 
wait on God's time, while I have learned to look for 
God's ongoing work in the world, and so feel more 
connected to God than I ever have, I have come to 
realize that my trouble praying for myself leaves 
me disconnected from God in important ways. It 
also leaves me disconnected from myself in im-
portant ways. As I have engaged the Easter season 
stories, I wonder whether the disciples, in the after-
math of the crucifixion and the drama of Holy 
Week, during which their failures and willful dis-
connection from Christ Jesus were on display, felt 
similarly disconnected from the risen Lord and 
from themselves. And I wonder, where the divine 
and human disconnections are for all of us and for 
the world.  
 
This Easter Season, in our new series (Re)Connect, 
we will be engaging the stories of Jesus and the 
early Christian community and the ways they con-
nected and re-connected with the risen Lord, with 
themselves, and with one another. We will be ex-

ploring what that means for us as individuals and as 
a congregation. We will think about what it means 
for us to invite ourselves and others to connect and 
re-connect to God and to the community of faith.  
 
I hope you will come to connect and to grow.  
Easter season blessings,  
Jihyun 
 


