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Confessing. We often think of confessing as something we do reluc-
tantly. Confessing is what happens in interrogations. Confessing is 
what we do when we say that we have done something wrong or hurt-
ful toward someone we love. Confessing is spilling our guts in a messy 
way. Confessing is something done in private or with one other person. 
A quick image search using the word "confessing" yields top images of 
prayer, priests, confession booths, and anger.  
 
As we have been learning and practicing in our February "Revealed" 
series, though, we both confess our sin and confess our faith in wor-
ship, and we do this together in a community of love and grace, a com-
munity of faith. We confess the ways we fall short of who God has cre-
ated and called us to be. We confess the ways we want to love God, 
but don't. We confess that in spite of our shortcomings, we still want to 
and do love God and love people the best we can. We confess that we 
believe the God who has been revealed to us.  
 
Sometimes this can be confusing. Many traditions primarily talk about 
confessing as naming wrongdoing, and affirm faith instead of confess-
ing. Some churches avoid confessing, because it makes us feel bad, 
and primarily talk abut confessing our faith. I wonder whether thinking 
about confessing as naming the truth about ourselves and about God 
is a way to reframe the "both-and" of confessing. 
 
During the season of Lent and the series "Confessing," we will engage 
in naming the truth, the good, the bad, and everything in between. 
Compared to Advent, Lent is a more intentional season of self-
examination and holding the paradoxes of life and faith. Even as we 
head toward Easter and the resurrection, we do not get there without 
going through Good Friday and death on a cross, without going 
through Holy Saturday and the silence, absence, grief, and waiting of 
that day. 
 
So come, engage. Engage in our joint Ash Wednesday service at 
Brookhaven Christian Church as we name the truth of ashes and re-
newal out of ashes. Engage in Sunday worship as we name the ways 
we see God at work in us, in OPC, and in the world, as well as name 
the ways we see and experience God's seeming absence. Engage in 
Christian Education. Engage in the devotional from Mercy Community 
Church, our ministry partner working with those who are homeless and 
housing-unstable.  
 
I hope that you will be on the lookout and engage in these and other 
opportunities to name and live out the truth of God's amazing love as 
those who are being transformed into Christ-likeness while living in a 
world that is groaning for wholeness and reconciliation. 
 
Lenten blessings,  
Jihyun 
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CHURCH STAFF 
 
Pastoral 
The Rev. Jihyun Oh 
Interim Pastor/Head of Staff 
pastor@opcbrookhaven.org 
 
The Rev. Dr. Linda Hawthorne 
Parish Associate 
 
Program and Support 
Cheryl Hartman, C.C.E. 
Office Manager, Facilities 
Director of Christian Education 
cheryl@opcbrookhaven.org 
 
Dr. Tim Hsu 
Music Director 
tim@opcbrookhaven.org 
 
Alexandria Stephenson 
Communications Assistant 
alexandria@opcbrookhaven.org 
 
Tripp Brogdon 
Seminary Intern 
intern@opcbrookhaven.org 
 
Preschool 
404.233.5479 
 
Beverly Moon 
Director 
beverly@oppbrookhaven.org 
 
Lynnette Kachel 
Assistant Director 
lynnette@oppbrookhaven.org 
 
Pastor Emeritus 
The Rev. Dr. Fitzhugh Legerton 
 
Ministers 
All Members of OPC 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Next Deadline for 
Crossings 

March 20, 2017 

CLERK’S CORNER 
Mary Ann Hawthorne 

 Approved minutes from January 15, 2017 Session meeting as 
amended 

 Approved meeting agenda as amendment 
 Received February Interim Pastor's Report and Clerk's Report 
 Approved additional sending ritual and communion on Ken and Jane 

Young's last Sunday 
 Approved officers of the corporation:   Jihyun Oh, CEO; Jardon 

Bouska, CFO; Mary Ann Hawthorne, Secretary 
 Approved space usage request by the Georgia Tech Women's Choir 
 Approved space usage request by the music program at Oglethorpe 

University to use Sanctuary and/or Chapel during their search for a 
new music director 

 
 
 
Deacon’s Lunch 
The Deacons will be hosting a lunch-
eon after worship Sunday March 
12th in the Fellowship Hall.  We will 
provide the main dish and ask that 
you bring sides or desserts to 
share.  We hope you can join us.  
 
 

 
 

 
Home Communion 
OPC's care deacons are author-
ized to serve communion in mem-
bers' homes for those who are medi-
cally unable to attend worship.  If you 
know of someone who might desire 
home communion, please contact 
any deacon or the church office. 

Jean Chance 
(Jeff’s Mother) 

 
Steven Allen 

(Rubye Allen’s Son) 
 

Captain Buck White 
(Bill Cox’s friend) 

In Memoriam 

Nothing in all creation  
will be able to separate us  

from the love of God 
in Christ Jesus our Lord.  

DEACONS 

Diane Powell; Mark Edson; Bruce 
Hall (Suthers Center);  Ben White 
(Linda Hawthorne’s brother);The 
Rev. Denise Anderson and The Rev. 
Dr. Jan Edmiston (Co-Moderator, 
Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.)); Ogle-
thorpe Presbyterian Church during 
our transition.   

Prayer requests will remain on 
the prayer list for four weeks 
unless resubmitted. 

 

People in Our Prayers 

 
 
 
Seventeen of the pews from the chapel are now 
for sale by silent auction.  They will first be offered 
to church members and then to Preschool families 
before being offered to the public.  Each pew is 10’ 
long and is free standing.  There is one in the nar-
thex if you would like to see one. 
The starting bid will be $100 and the winning bidder will get first choice of 
which pew they want to take.  Other guidelines and rules will be announced 
soon. Stop by and take a sit on the white and blue pew in the narthex and 
think how you would use a good steady seat. 

Building & Grounds 
John Gunter 
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AMIS 
You are cordially invited to the 39th Anniversary Celebration Reception by Atlanta Ministry to International 
Students (AMIS).  This reception will be held on Sunday, February 26 from 4-
6 at St. Martin in the Fields Episcopal Church. For more details, see  
https://amis-inc.org/category/events/ 
 
This will be the first year for the presentation of the International Spirit Award 
to Naoko “Jo” Yoshimura. The International Spirit Award was created to rec-
ognize a particular volunteer or community figure who embodies the essence 
of the AMIS mission. The Programs Committee provided guidelines for nominating individuals who embraced 
the AMIS mission.  This recipient is a person who gives selflessly, sharing time with international students, 
creating bridges of understanding and friendship through the AMIS organization, fulfilling our Motto: 
Walk Together, Talk Together 
All you nations in the World 
Only then shall we have PEACE 
 
The Food Pantry Report 
The Food Pantry is open on Tuesday and Friday mornings and we would love 
to have you join the team. Extra hands are always needed. 
 
Habitat 
The warm weather has blessed us with some wonderful days recently. And 
some of the trees already have buds and some even have flowers blooming.  

That means that the next Habitat House build is not too far off. This year's will be OPC'S 16th! 
Dates for this year's build are May 6th-June 24th. Join us as we once again work with other com-
munity churches to prepare a home for a local family. No experience required and all skill levels 
are welcome and needed! 
Stay tuned for further information as it becomes available. Contact Jeff Chance if you have any 
questions. 
 
Mercy Congregation 

OPC generously donated over $800 on Super Bowl Sunday.  This will go to Mercy Congregation to help feed 
the homeless. See https://mercyatl.org/ for more information. 
 
New American Pathways  
Our refugee family has had a very exciting and productive month.  The father has a new full time job and the 
family has bought a new used car. Volunteers have been teaching Eng-
lish as a Second Language and visiting with the mother.  The family cele-
brated their first Valentine’s Day in the US with flowers and balloons. If 
you would be interested in working on this exciting new mission, contact 
Emily Texter at emilytexter@bellsouth.net 
 
Mark Your Calendar for the Hunger Walk March 5, 2017 
On Sunday, March 5, 2017, thousands of people will come together to 
raise awareness and funds to help fight hunger in our community. Our 
team will be there – and we need your support! 
The Hunger Walk/Run is one of the most important hunger relief efforts of the year. The money we raise will 
feed hope for the 1 in 5 people who face hunger in our community. Please join us in supporting this important 
mission!  Watch for more details. 
 
Missions Committee at OPC 
Mission and outreach are central to our identity at Oglethorpe Presbyterian 
Church. Our mission programs are a way to serve those in need and also pro-
vide opportunities for us to share our time, talents, and resources. To find out 
more about how you can get involved in these missions, contact Emily Texter 
at emilytexter@bellsouth.net  

MISSIONS 
Emily Texter 

https://amis-inc.org/category/events/
https://mercyatl.org/
mailto:emilytexter@bellsouth.net
mailto:emilytexter@bellsouth.net
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Transition Team / PNC Report 
Since last summer when our installed pastor, The Rev. Marthame Sanders, resigned, the Transition 
Team has been working cooperatively with the Presbytery of Greater Atlanta and the OPC Session 
as OPC has gone through a transition period involving calling an interim pastor, going through a dis-
cernment process, and seeking and calling a new installed pastor. In July, OPC called The Rev. Ji-
hyun Oh to be our interim pastor and to provide us with leadership during the remainder of the tran-
sition period. 
At our January 22, 2017 Annual Meeting of the Congregation, we elected the Pastor Nominating 
Committee (PNC), which is responsible for seeking and presenting a nominee to be the new in-
stalled pastor for OPC. Since then, you have been seeing their names (Steve Allison, Jennifer Kim, 
Marianne Martin, Jeff Morris, Elizabeth Parks, Eleanor Timmons) and an invitation to pray for them 
and their work in each week's e-news. You may also be wondering what they've been up to since 
their election. 
 

The PNC has begun its work! On Saturday, February 11, 2017, committee members attended a 
weekend retreat with the Session to discuss and discern OPC's current identity, mission, and vision, 
which are essential to a good Ministry Information Form (MIF). The MIF is essentially a church's pro-
file that potential pastoral candidates will read to see whether they might be a good match with the 
congregation. The PNC will also meet with OPC's presbytery congregational consultant Joy Fisher 
and Committee on Ministry liaison Ann Hunter on Sunday, February 26, 2017 after worship for ori-
entation. 
 

The PNC will seek participation from the congregation and the larger community in order to write the 
MIF. There is a group that is planning the congregational and community surveys. Session will also 
continue having discernment conversations toward working identity, mission, and vision statements.  
 
Here's what's next for the PNC:    (Continued back page) 
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Monthly Calendar 

Regular Meetings 
(except when noted elsewhere) 

 

Weekly 
Sundays: 
11am Worship  
 
Tuesdays: 
10am Food Pantry at Suthers Center 
8pm Alcoholics Anonymous (FH) 
 
Wednesdays: 
5:45pm Centering Prayer (Parlor) 
6:45pm Handbell Choir (Sanctuary)  
 

Fridays: 
10 am Food Pantry at Suthers Center 
8pm Alcoholics Anonymous (FH) 
 

Monthly 
 

Third Sundays after Worship 
Session Meeting 

STEWARDS SERVING 
Stewards Serving Sunday, March 5: 
liturgist: Donna Poseidon; ushers/greeters: Bill Balmer, Emily 
Texter; ushers/counters: Carl Texter, Margy Jones; sound/open: 
Mark Kelly; refreshments: Cindy Alexander; nursery: Deborah 
O'Donnell. 
 
Stewards Serving Sunday, March 12: 
liturgist: Reyn Langwell; ushers/greeters: Linda Morris, Jeff Mor-
ris; ushers/counters: Bill Cox, Georgia Gunter; sound/open: 
______;  refreshments: Mary Ann Hawthorne; nursery: Rachel 
Paterson. 
 
Stewards Serving Sunday, March 19: 
liturgist: Margy Jones; ushers/greeters: Ruth Walker, Donna Po-
seidon; ushers/counters: Eleanor Timmons, Christopher Soltis; 
sound/open: Mike Lopata; refreshments: Amy Chance; nursery: 
Rachel Paterson. 
 
Stewards Serving Sunday, March 26: 
liturgist: John Gunter; ushers/greeters: Ric and William Pater-
son, Lisa Kelly; ushers/counters: Mark Kelly, Ric Paterson; 
sound/open: Cortlandt Minnich; refreshments: Margy Jones; 
nursery: Jean Cox. 
 
Stewards Serving Sunday, April 2: 
liturgist: Elizabeth Parks; ushers/greeters: Jeff Chance, Mike 
Poley; ushers/counters: Brock Timmons, Amy Chance; sound/
open: Jeff Morris; refreshments: ______; nursery: Jen Allison. 
 
Stewards Serving Sunday, April 9: Palm Sunday 
liturgist:_____ ; ushers/greeters: Brett Phillips, Connie Phillips; 
ushers/counters: ________ Matt Kim; sound/open: Brandon 
Cassidy; refreshments: ______; nursery: Mark Kelly. 
 
Stewards Serving Sunday, April 16: EASTER 
liturgist: Jeff Morris; ushers/greeters: Cindy Alexander, _____ ; 
ushers/counters: Donna Poseidon, Charles Hawthorne; sound/
open: Jesse Rappole; refreshments: Genie Stringer; nursery: 
______. 
 
Stewards Serving Sunday, April 23: 
liturgist: Jeff Chance; ushers/greeters: Earline Willcott, Cortlandt 
Minnich; ushers/counters: Nancy Minnich, Adam Weaver; 
sound/open: Bill Cox; refreshments: Connie Phillips; nursery: 
Gabby Paterson. 
 
 
Stewards Serving Sunday, April 30: 
liturgist: Linda Morris; ushers/greeters: Emily and Thomas Pat-
erson, Pat Morrison; ushers/counters: Mary Lee Williams, 
______; sound/open: ______; refreshments: Kristi Stephenson; 

Calendar Events & 
Notes 

 
Our next church workday is Satur-
day, March 11, from 9am to 1pm. 
Please join in and help keep your 
church in good shape.  
 
Book club will be at Fran 
Gray's home Monday 
March 13th at 
7:00 where we will be 
discussing Beneath a 
Marble Sky by Jon 
Shors. 
 If you would like information about 
joining the book club, contact Mar-
gy Jones at mnjbailey@aol.com 
 
 

OPC members 
and friends may 
order Easter lilies 
in memory of, or 
in honor, of loved 
ones.  Order 

forms will be inserted in the Sunday 
bulletin on March 5, 12, and 
19.  You may also contact the 
church office.  The anticipated cost 
is $12.50 per flower. 
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Oglethorpe Presbyterian Church 
Sunday School for All Ages: 9:45 am ٠ Worship:11am  

404.233.5469 ٠ www.opcbrookhaven.org ٠ info@opcbrookhaven.org 

Oglethorpe Presbyterian Church 
3016 Lanier Drive, NE 
Atlanta, Georgia 30319 

If you don’t want to receive this by mail,  

please contact the church office:  

404.233.5469, cheryl@
opcbrookhaven.org 

DATED MATERIAL 

 
 
 
OPC and Brookhaven Christian Church (BCC) 
will hold their annual joint Ash Wednesday ser-
vice at 7:30 p.m. on Wednesday, March 1, 
2017.  The service will be held at BCC, located at 
the corner of Lanier Drive and Peachtree Road 
(just up Lanier Drive from OPC).  Please join us 
in this service of reflection and penitence. 

 Did you know you can give money to Oglethorpe 
Presbyterian Church without costing you anything 
more?  Sign in to Smile.Amazon.com and choose 
Oglethorpe Presbyterian Church as your charity.   
Then when you want to shop on Amazon sign in 
through smile.amazon.com and shop as normal 

Transition Team / PNC Report 

(Continued from page 4) 
   
Here's what's next for the PNC: 
 Writing the MIF 
 Posting the Presbytery-approved MIF 
 Receiving Personal Information Forms 

(PIF's) from pastoral candidates 
 Reading PIF's, exploring other materials, 

and discerning who to invite for interviews 
 Interviewing pastoral candidates and nar-

rowing down to final candidates 
 Communicating with Presbytery re: suitabil-

ity of call for candidates 
 Conducting on-site interviews with final can-

didates 
 Negotiating the call with one final candidate 
 Nominating the pastoral candidate for a con-

gregational vote 

http://smile.amazon.com/gp/chpf/about/ref=smi_aas_redirect?ie=UTF8&*Version*=1&*entries*=0

