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Revealed 
  
The Oxford Dictionary defines rev-
elation in a few different ways. One 
way is as the making known of 
something that was previously se-
cret or unknown. Another is as the 
divine or supernatural disclosure to 
humans of something relating to 
human existence. 
 
The process of discernment that OPC is undergoing and will 
participate in with the leadership of the Session and the Pastor 
Nominating Committee (PNC) in the months ahead is in some 
ways a seeking of God's revelation. We will be seeking some-
thing that was previously unknown. We will be seeking God's 
disclosure for us that is related to the existence of OPC as 
church and as individuals within the community of faith.  
 
We have already been listening for and seeking God's word 
for us today and for our future in our Called sermon series. We 
have listened together for God's speaking and calling through 
the community of faith, through God's knocking on our hearts, 
and God's continued call to emulate Christ Jesus in love and 
good deeds in service to God's beloved world.  
 
In February, we will continue listening and looking for God to-
gether in a new sermon series, Revealed. We will look for 
God's disclosure for us together. We will look for that which 
was previously unknown to us.  
 
This is important work that requires engagement by the full 
community of OPC and of the community beyond OPC. As we 
engage in this work together, I am hopeful that we will see and 
hear and experience God in new ways even as we are remind-
ed that this God, our God, is the God of our history, the God of 
Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, the God whom Jesus called Fa-
ther, and the God of Oglethorpe Presbyterian Church, past, 
present, and future.  
 
Grace and peace, 
Jihyun 
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CHURCH STAFF 
 
Pastoral 
The Rev. Jihyun Oh 
Interim Pastor/Head of Staff 
pastor@opcbrookhaven.org 
 
The Rev. Dr. Linda Hawthorne 
Parish Associate 
 
Program and Support 
Cheryl Hartman, C.C.E. 
Office Manager, Facilities 
Director of Christian Education 
cheryl@opcbrookhaven.org 
 
Dr. Tim Hsu 
Music Director 
tim@opcbrookhaven.org 
 
Alexandria Stephenson 
Communications Assistant 
alexandria@opcbrookhaven.org 
 
Tripp Brogdon 
Seminary Intern 
intern@opcbrookhaven.org 
 
Preschool 
404.233.5479 
 
Beverly Moon 
Director 
beverly@oppbrookhaven.org 
 
Lynnette Kachel 
Assistant Director 
lynnette@oppbrookhaven.org 
 
Pastor Emeritus 
The Rev. Dr. Fitzhugh Legerton 
 
Ministers 
All Members of OPC 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Next Deadline for 
Crossings 

February 20, 2017 

DEACONS 

Jean Chance (Jeff’s family); Betty Chalfant (Cheryl’s 
friend); Ben White (Linda Hawthorne’s brother);The Rev. 
Denise Anderson and The Rev. Dr. Jan Edmiston (Co-
Moderator, Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.)); Oglethorpe 
Presbyterian Church during our transition.  

Prayer requests will remain on the prayer list for four 
weeks unless resubmitted. 

 
 

 

 

 
People in Our Prayers 

CLERK’S CORNER 
Mary Ann Hawthorne 

 Approved minutes from December 4, 2016 Session meet-
ing 

 Approved agenda for January 15, 2017 Session meeting 
 Approved items on consent agenda 
 Received January Interim Pastor's Report 
 Charged Buildings and Grounds to handle the sale of 17 

pews from the chapel and authorized them to purchase 
new chairs for the chapel, with the funds for the chairs 
coming from money made from sale of the pews 

 Approved participation in 2017 Souper Bowl of Caring with 
money going to Mercy Community Church 

 Approved allocation of staff gift money 
 Approved adjusted 2017 budget to bring before congrega-

tion for vote on January 22, 2017 

 
Bob More 

In Memoriam 

Nothing in all creation  
will be able to separate us  

from the love of God 
in Christ Jesus our Lord.  

-Romans 8 
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AMIS 
You are cordially invited to the 39th Anniversary Celebration Reception 
by Atlanta Ministry to International Students (AMIS).  This reception 
will be held on Sunday, February 26 from 4-6 at St. Martin in the Fields 
Episcopal Church. This will be the first year for the presentation of the 
International Spirit Award. For more details, see https://amis-inc.org/
category/events/  
 
The Food Pantry Report 
 
The Suthers Center had an excellent year in 2016, full of service.  In the food pantry, we distributed 
more than 8,000 bags of food, including hams and turkeys during the 
holidays.  The total visits were roughly 3600.  (A "visit" is one person or 
head of household requiring food who lives in the 30341 or 30319 area 
codes, although we never turn anyone away who requires food. We pro-
vide them with information on where they obtain assistance in their ar-
ea.). Emergency Assistance served 1200 families, helping with MARTA 
cards, electric bills, etc.  We had wonderful donations, including a new 
van and IPads from a local foundation. Financially, we generated $49k 
in funds after expenses, and we spent $48k on our mission. 

  
 
 
Habitat 
We will be collecting an offering in February to build a house in May 
 
 

New American Pathways  
 
OPC is teaching English as a Second Language to our refugee 
family from Syria. Currently Linda Morris, Linda Hawthorn, Sue 
Westfall, and Emily Texter are visiting the family on a weekly rota-
tion. Additional volunteers are needed to help with interview skills, 
job search, and transportation. Our refugee family has 2 immediate 
needs: a used car and help with the job search for the father. If you 
know of a good used car for sale or know about any job leads, 
please let us know. 
 
If you would be interested in working on this exciting new mission, contact Emily Texter at emilytex-
ter@bellsouth.net 
 
Thornwell 
Last year, Thornwell Supporters helped… 
Provide 155 children in need with safe and loving homes 
Give 295 children and families community-based family support 
Educate 124 children in Thornwell’s 4 year old kindergarten 
Heal 155 children through counseling and therapy 
Support 123 children in their learning through Thornwell’s Learning 
Center. 
 
You can help support Thornwell through saving your BoxTops for 
Education and putting them in the envelope on the bulletin board 
by the parlor.  In 2016 we sent 1,406 box tops. 
 

MISSIONS 
Emily Texter 

https://amis-inc.org/category/events/
https://amis-inc.org/category/events/
mailto:emilytexter@bellsouth.net
mailto:emilytexter@bellsouth.net
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Flood Victims 
OPC members lead by our Missions Committee col-
lected 14 buckets of cleaning supplies.  Each 5 gal-
lon bucket included:  soap, scrub brushes, gloves, 
trash bags, sponges, etc. following a recommended 
list from Presbyterian Disaster Assistance. 
 
Bill, Nicholas and Andrew Cox took the buckets to 
Eastern North Carolina, an area where many peo-
ples homes were flooded in October by extreme 
rainfall from Hurricane Matthew. 
 
From the Presbyterian USA website and a few 
phone calls, the Spirit guided Bill to Bethany Pres-
byterian Church of Lumberton, NC.  Reverend Clar-
ence Page said yes they would gladly accept our 
donations and are actively working to distribute sim-
ilar supplies.  He arranged for two deacons to meet 
the Coxs at the 150 year old church.  Their Fellow-
ship Hall, about the size of ours, has become a do-
nations collection and distribution center and was 
filled with tables of clothes, boxes of cleaning sup-
plies and stacks of buckets. Bill, Andrew and Nicho-
las knew they had come to the right place.   
 
There are still many recipients who are in temporary 
housing, in hotels, apartments and relatives homes 
as they are still cleaning up, so our supplies would 
be very appreciated. 
 
Please continue to pray for these folks who are still struggling to recover from disaster. 
 
https://www.facebook.com/pages/Bethany-Presbyterian-Church/111456425561047 
 
 
 
Mark Your Calendar for the Hunger Walk March 5, 2017 

On Sunday, March 5, 2017, thousands of people will come together to raise awareness and funds to 
help fight hunger in our community. Our team will be 
there – and we need your support! 
The Hunger Walk/Run is one of the most important 
hunger relief efforts of the year. The money we raise 
will feed hope for the 1 in 5 people who face hunger in 
our community. Please join us in supporting this im-
portant mission!  Watch for more details. 

The Presbyterian Women’s Retreat 
The Presbyterian Women in the Presbytery of Greater Atlanta Invite you to join other women in our 
presbytery for a refreshing retreat experience! The Presbyterian Women’s Retreat will be held Feb. 
17-18 at the Calvin Center. For more details, see http://www.atlpcusa.org/pw.html  
Missions Committee at OPC 
Mission and outreach are central to our identity at Oglethorpe Presbyterian Church. Our mission pro-

grams are a way to serve those in need and also provide opportunities for us to share our time, tal-

ents, and resources. To find out more about how you can get involved in these missions, con-

MISSIONS 
Emily Texter 

https://www.facebook.com/pages/Bethany-Presbyterian-Church/111456425561047
http://www.atlpcusa.org/pw.html
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Chapel Renovation Update 
 
Sisters and Brothers, your Session, in keeping with our responsibility to be good stewards of 
our church property, has been working to preserve our historic Chapel while preparing for the 
next chapter of it's life of service. 
 
Current Situation and Next Steps 
 
We have revised plans and submitted them to the City of Brookhaven for permitting.  We are 
currently awaiting a revised bid from our contractor.   
 
The Chapel has 20 beautiful wooden pews, each 20 feet long.  These are beautiful classic 
furniture, but do not allow for flexible use.  Over the next few weeks we will extend the oppor-
tunity first to OPC members to purchase one or more pews through a silent auction.  (See 
next  page for more information) The funds raised will offset the purchase of new seating 
(stack-able, cushioned chairs).   

Background 
 
Last spring we conducted extensive surveys and discussions about the needs of our commu-
nity and our best possible uses for the Chapel.  Our conclusion was: 1. to renovate the base-
ment into a combination of Pre-school classroom space and a multi-use meeting room.  
2. to renovate the grounds on the street side and the courtyard for improved usability and 
aesthetics.  3. to refresh the Chapel interior for multi-use by cleaning, floor refinishing, paint-
ing and new flexible seating.  
 
Work to Date 
 
To fund this work our Preschool has provided a letter of commitment to OPC to pay a usage 
fee for their use of the renovated space.  OPC has then taken a low interest loan from the 
Presbyterian Investment Loan program.  
 
We contracted with architect firm Builder Design for drawing plans and bid documents.  We 
have worked with them through 2 revisions to make best use of the space and within the con-
straints as required by the fire marshal's inspection.  We have completed a handicap access 
ramp to the Chapel on the Memorial Garden side.  
 
Moving Forward 
 

Please keep us in your prayers as we move forward.  A lot of work by committed volunteers 
has gone into getting us this far.  We have a great opportunity to combine our resources, 
strengths and talents to be good stewards of our historic Chapel and to provide space to ex-
pand our Preschool mission.  Your prayers and support will help us see this through.   

 
-Bill Cox 
 
 
 

PRESCHOOL 
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Seventeen of the pews from the chapel 
will soon be for sale by silent auction.  
They will first be offered to church mem-
bers and then to Preschool families before 
being offered to the public.  Each pew is 
10’ long and is free standing.  There is 
one in the narthex if you would like to see 
one. 
 
The starting bid will be $100 and the win-
ning bidder will get first choice of which 
pew they want to take.  Other guidelines 
and rules will be announced soon. Stop 
by and take a sit on the white and blue 
pew in the narthex and think how you 
would use a good steady seat. 

Building & Grounds 
John Gunter 
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Monthly Calendar 

Regular Meetings 
(except when noted elsewhere) 

 

Weekly 
Sundays: 
11am Worship  
 
Tuesdays: 
10am Food Pantry at Suthers Center 
8pm Alcoholics Anonymous (FH) 
 
Wednesdays: 
5:45pm Centering Prayer (Parlor) 
6:45pm Handbell Choir (Sanctuary)  
 

Fridays: 
10 am Food Pantry at Suthers Center 
8pm Alcoholics Anonymous (FH) 
 

Monthly 
 

Third Sundays after Worship 
Session Meeting 

STEWARDS SERVING 
February 5: 
liturgist: Jeff Morris; ushers/greeters: Jean Cox, Ric Pater-
son; ushers/counters: Mary Ann Hawthorne, Ethan Gilles-
pie; sound/open: _______; refreshments: Pat Morrison; 
nursery: Steve Greene. 
 
February 12: 
liturgist: Eleanor Timmons; ushers/greeters: Charles Haw-
thorne, _______; ushers/counters: _______, _______; 
sound/open: _______; refreshments: Edyie DaVia; nurse-
ry: Jennifer Kim. 
 
February 19: 
liturgist: Ric Paterson; ushers/greeters: _______, Jennifer 
Soltis; ushers/counters: Donna Poseidon, Brandon Cassi-
dy; sound/open: Jean Cox; refreshments: Edyie DaVia; 
nursery: Jennifer Kim. 
 
February 26: 
liturgist: Nicolas Cox; ushers/greeters: Kelly Norris, Cathy 
Poley; ushers/counters: Jesse Rappole, Georgia Gunter; 
sound/open: Jean Cox; refreshments: Julia Berry; nursery: 
Kristi Stephenson. 
 
March 5: 
liturgist: Donna Poseidon; ushers/greeters: Bill Balmer, 
Emily Texter; ushers/counters: Carl Texter, Margy Jones; 
sound/open: Mark Kelly; refreshments: Cindy Alexander; 
PowerPoint: Steve Allison; nursery: Deborah O’Donnell. 
 
March 12: 
liturgist: Reyn Langwell; ushers/greeters: Linda Morris, Jeff 
Morris; ushers/counters: Bill Cox, Georgia Gunter; sound/
open: _______; refreshments: Mary Ann Hawthorne; Pow-
erPoint: Mike Poley; nursery: _______. 
 
March 19: 
liturgist: Margy Jones; ushers/greeters: Ruth Walker, Don-
na Poseidon; ushers/counters: Eleanor Timmons, Christo-
pher Soltis; sound/open: Mike Lopata; refreshments: Amy 
Chance; PowerPoint: _______; nursery: Rachel Paterson. 
 
March 26: 
liturgist: John Gunter; ushers/greeters: Ric & William Pat-
erson, Lisa Kelly; ushers/counters: Mark Kelly, Ric Pater-
son; sound/open: Cortlandt Minnich; refreshments: Margy 
Jones; PowerPoint: Kim Crocker; nursery: Jean Cox. 

Calendar Events & 
Notes 

 
Our next church workday is Satur-
day, February 18, from 9am to 
1pm. Please join in and help keep 
your church in good shape.  
 
 
 
 
 
Book club will be 
Monday, February 13 
at 7pm at Mary 
Smith’s home where 
we will discuss Salt, 
A World History  by 
Mark Kurlansky. If 
you would like infor-
mation about joining 
the book club, contact Margy Jones 
at mnjbailey@aol.com 
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Oglethorpe Presbyterian Church 
Sunday School for All Ages: 9:45 am ٠ Worship:11am  

404.233.5469 ٠ www.opcbrookhaven.org ٠ info@opcbrookhaven.org 

Oglethorpe Presbyterian Church 
3016 Lanier Drive, NE 
Atlanta, Georgia 30319 

If you don’t want to receive this by mail,  

please contact the church office:  

404.233.5469, cheryl@
opcbrookhaven.org 

DATED MATERIAL 

 
A group of 14 OPCers were spotted on 
Buford Highway on a Thursday in Janu-
ary, enjoying an evening of Vietnamese 
food and friendly fellowship during the first 
“Dinner on Buford”.  It was an opportunity 
to explore a destination in OPC’s 
Brookhaven community.  Conversation 
ranged from travel ex-
periences to food pref-
erences to our first 
church memories – all 
helped us get to know 
one another better.   
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Everyone agreed we must do it again, and 
vary the days and times so others can join 
in. 
Watch for announcements of the next Din-

ner on Buford.  And if you have sugges-

tions for a family friendly destination,  

contact Pastor Jihyun  


