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Looking Into the New Year 
 We are through Advent and have celebrated Christmas, and now 
2017 and Epiphany are upon us. In Epiphany, we remember the coming of 
wise ones from the East to worship the newborn baby king. We remember this 
story and their watchfulness and wakefulness for God's movement and mes-
sage in the world. We remember this story and their willingness to take a risk 
and chase an unusual star across their world to look for a king. We remember 
this story and their openness to a king that didn't look or live like any other 
king they knew. We remember this story and the epiphany that God gave, and 
the new thing being done that God revealed. 
 There are bound to be changes and new things that happen with the 
arrival of any new pastor; this is even more true during an interim process. In 
the coming weeks and months, you will receive news of some of these things: 
changes, new initiatives, new surveys and conversations, and re-visioning. My 
hope is that all of this work will be undergirded by a deep sense of God's guid-
ance through the Holy Spirit and our watchful, wakeful discernment that is 
open to God's call for OPC in a new chapter of its common life of faith. My 
hope is that we, too, will be open to things looking different than what we 
know. Most importantly, my hope is that we will expect God to reveal God's 
self and God's movement, and that we will be struck, like the wise ones, by an 
unexpected and unusual star.  
 As we head into 2017 and the changes and new things that it brings, 
you can expect to see a few new pieces of communication. First, you will 
begin seeing Session notes; this will be in addition to Clerk of Session Mary 
Ann Hawthorne's Crossings piece. The goal is to keep you informed about 
some of Session's most critical discussion and decisions, and to offer addi-
tional insight beyond the decision itself. Second, the blog will be relaunched 
with Sessions views and thoughts, in addition to musings from the preacher 
after worship. Finally, you will begin receiving congregational communication 
regarding the interim process and the pastoral search. This is all while a small 
task force works to make a proposal for an overall communication plan for 
OPC.  These communications pieces will be offered primarily by email. How-
ever, we will have paper copies available for those members who need it.  
 You can find the first of the Session views and thoughts on p. 3. At its 
last meeting, the Session discussed and voted to reimagine the Chapel space 
as the Preschool undertakes renovations for a new Kindergarten space below 
the Chapel and helps refresh the Chapel itself. Ruling Elder John Gunter 
(Building & Grounds) offers thoughts about the changes and how they might 
help OPC serve the needs of the church, Preschool, and the community in the 
days ahead.  
 As I look back at 2016 and look into 2017, I am so thankful to be at 
OPC. I am grateful for the great leadership of a Session that is willing to re-
consider and reimagine ways of being church together. I am grateful for a 
strong and capable staff who are committed to supporting the worship and 
work of God's church. I am grateful for the Preschool staff who are nurturing 
children as whole people and the children who bring so much joy and laugh-
ter. I am grateful for you, the congregation, for your faithfulness, your open-
ness to challenges, your desire to be and provide "home," and your deep and 
abiding joy. I am grateful to be your pastor during this time.  
Happy Epiphany and Happy New Year!  

With gratefulness,  
Jihyun 
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CHURCH STAFF 
 
Pastoral 
The Rev. Jihyun Oh 
Interim Pastor/Head of Staff 
pastor@opcbrookhaven.org 
 
The Rev. Dr. Linda Hawthorne 
Parish Associate 
 
Program and Support 
Cheryl Hartman, C.C.E. 
Office Manager, Facilities 
Director of Christian Education 
cheryl@opcbrookhaven.org 
 
Dr. Tim Hsu 
Music Director 
tim@opcbrookhaven.org 
 
Alexandria Stephenson 
Communications Assistant 
alexandria@opcbrookhaven.org 
 
Tripp Brogdon 
Seminary Intern 
intern@opcbrookhaven.org 
 
Preschool 
404.233.5479 
 
Beverly Moon 
Director 
beverly@oppbrookhaven.org 
 
Lynnette Kachel 
Assistant Director 
lynnette@oppbrookhaven.org 
 
Pastor Emeritus 
The Rev. Dr. Fitzhugh Legerton 
 
Ministers 
All Members of OPC 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Next Deadline for 
Crossings 

January 20, 2017 

 
DEACONS 

 

Ben White (Linda Hawthorne’s 
brother); Mark Edson;The Rev. 
Denise Anderson and The Rev. Dr. 
Jan Edmiston (Co-Moderator, 
Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.)); 
Oglethorpe Presbyterian Church 
during our transition; prayer of 
condolences for family of David 
Word at his death. 

Prayer requests will remain on 
the prayer list for four weeks un-
less resubmitted. 

 
 

 

 

January Sermon Series 

Sundays at 11am 
Exploring God's call to individuals and 

communities to follow Christ Jesus in the 

world.  

 January 1:                       

Seleceted Scriptures               

Jihyun Oh Preaching 

January 8:           

Luke 3:21-38                            

Jihyun Oh Preaching 

January 15:             

Micah 6                                

Cheryl Hartman Preaching 

January 22:           

Hebrews 10:19-31            

Jeff Morris Preaching  

January 29:            
Acts 9:1-9                                
Tripp Brogdon Preaching 

 

 
People in Our Prayers 

CLERK’S CORNER 
Mary Ann Hawthorne 

Approved closing the church office the week following Christmas (Monday, 
Dec. 26-Saturday, Dec. 31) 

Approved welcoming new members Christina Cross and G Anderson in 
worship during Advent when both are available for Sunday worship 

Approved receiving Christina Cross into membership at OPC 
Approved calling the following congregational meetings: 
 December 18, 2016 after worship to approve slate for congregational 

nominating committee 
 January 22, 2017 after worship for the annual meeting of the corpora-

tion; agenda items to include the approval of the 2017 budget, and ap-
proving the slate for the Pastor Nominating Committee (PNC) 

Approved Nominating Committee slate pending acceptance by the candi-
dates 

Approved facilities repair projects to use grant award 
Approved revising the agenda to include a report from Bill Cox about the 

Preschool 
Did not approve motion to table a vote on whether to remove pews from 

chapel 
Approved a motion to remove pews from the chapel and to communicate 

with the congregation about the process of updating the chapel 

 

David Word 

In Memoriam 

Nothing in all creation  
will be able to separate us  

from the love of God 
in Christ Jesus our Lord.  

-Romans 8 
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Session Views by John Gunter 
In a few days 2017 will begin, as will the 22nd year at 
OPC for Georgia and me.  Most of those years, I have 
had the privilege to serve in some way to help prepare 
or improve and update, as funds will allow, the build-
ings and grounds of this 68-year-old church campus. 
By now, many of you know about the upcoming renova-
tion of our chapel building: the downstairs being made 
ready for the new kindergarten and the upper level giv-
en a smaller-scale facelift. This will include new paint, 
repaired and refinished floors, fully operational lighting, 
a disability ramp (already in place), removing pews and 
….stackable chairs?? 
 
Well, I have to tell you, at first, when I heard this stacka-
ble chair idea, like others I am sure, I was totally oppo-
sed to it. I see the exterior architecture, for so long the 
focus of OPC identity with the front stone wall, leaded 
glass windows, and unmistakable red front door. I ima-
gine walking through these doors and seeing stackable 
chairs. Not pews?  My thoughts were, why not keep 
these old, heavy, deteriorating church standards, throw 
on some new seat cushions and pray they last another 
50 years or so? 
 
Then, I actually tried to move one of these guys for an 
event. First, it badly scratched the floor. Then, the side 
panel I was pulling on came off! Not being the young 
whippersnapper I once was, I suddenly realized that 
two, or maybe three, people are required to lift and 
move these pews.  Suddenly, chairs seemed more like 
a possible solution.  
 
As we try our best these days to multitask, more and 
more, the same is asked of our buildings. Making the 
upper chapel space more versatile and easier to clean 
up around without damaging the wood floors and our 
backs sounds like a good idea.  
 
I am completely in favor of greater use of the chapel. 
Leaving a building to stand empty and unused is quite a 
detriment, not to mention lazy and wasteful. Looking 
ahead to OPC's future years of service to the communi-
ty, I am reminded that many who attend worship here 
have never stepped into this wonderful community 
landmark.  I hope all of you will join in the joy of seeing 
your chapel getting some much needed attention and 
use. So, let’s get comfortable with new stackable 
chairs, while we let the architecture keep us grounded.  
Thank you. 
You  may have questions like  

What other changes will there be? 
What kind of chairs are we talking about? 
Can the old pews be donated? 
Can I get a pew? 
Can I donate money to help with the renovation and 

purchase of new chairs? 
We welcome your comments, thoughts, and conversa-

tion. 

From  
SESSION 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Poinsettias in our sanctuary were given  
In honor or memory of: 

In memory of James Ronald Cross by Christina Cross; 

In memory of Osborne Quillian by Virginia Quillian; 

In memory of Sue Quillian by Virginia Quillian; 

In memory of Tom and Jane Westfall by Sue Westfall;  

In memory of Karen Green Hobson by Sue Westfall; 

In honor of William Bertolet III by Donna Poseidon; 

In memory of Roberta Bertolet by Donna Poseidon; 

In memory of Leila Stringer by Genie Stringer; 

In honor of the OPC choirs by Charles & Linda Hawthorne;  

In memory of Miles & JoAnn Hanlon by Margy Jones, Jr.; 

In memory of Lawrence M. Jones by Margy Jones, Sr.; 

In honor of Dr. Tim Hsu by the Chancel and Handbell 

Choirs; 

In memory of Grant Gossling by Rachel Isley;  

In honor of Sharon Schuller by Shelby Schuler;  

In honor of Boyd Leyburn, Jr by Diane Leyburn & Family;  

In honor of Ansley Madsen by Mimi Averill; 

In honor of Waylon Plummer by Mimi Averill;  

In memory of Regina Twining by The Paterson Family; 

In memory of Sarah Paterson by The Paterson Family; 

In memory of Barb Uhler by The Paterson Family; 

In memory of Linda Jones by Bill and Barbara Balmer;  

In memory of Frank Walker by the OPC Music Ministry;  

In honor of Ruth Walker by Miriam Paul; 

In honor of their children and grandchildren by Brock and 

Eleanor Timmons;  

In memory of Anne & Pat Thompson, Jr. and Elmira & Cy 

Timmons, Sr. by Brock and Eleanor Timmons. 

 

 

 

 

 

Happy New Year! On behalf of all the musicians 

at OPC, I wanted to take a moment to thank the 

entire OPC community for all the support and kind 

words from our special music events in Decem-

ber. We truly love giving back to OPC in musical 

ways. I believe that the Songs of the Season con-

cert truly embodies the spirit and personality of 

OPC. We have fearless musicians who love to 

sing and play, and we have a community that em-

braces it so lovingly. And for that, thank you all 

again! Please consider joining the bell choir or 

chancel choir.  Email tim@opcbrookhaven.org if 

you are interested in more information.  

MUSIC MINISTRY 
TIM HSU 

mailto:tim@opcbrookhaven.org
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MISSION 
Emily Texter 

Atlanta Ministry to International Students (AMIS) 
hosts Christmas International House 

 
Twenty three international col-
lege students visited Atlanta for 
Christmas International House. 
Jean and John Cox hosted stu-

dents from South Korea, Japan, Taiwan, and China. 
OPC volunteers, Donna Poseidon, Emily Texter, and 
Jean Cox provided hot soup and snacks for the 
group on the first day of the program. The students 
had activity days visiting City Hall in Atlanta, CNN 
Center, Stone Mountain, King Center, Aquarium, 
DOT Command Center, and the Hammond 
House. The OPC Preschool graciously donated their 
delicious homemade spaghetti sauce for one dinner 
for the international students. 
 Founded in 1965, Christmas International 
House is a Christian ministry designed to offer hospi-
tality to students during the Christmas Holidays. 
Through the hospitality of churches and civic groups, 
we witness to the reality that, behind diverse man-
ners of dress, religious affiliations and political ideolo-
gies, everyone stands together as one human family. 
This program gives students an opportunity to visit in 
an American home and to become acquainted with 
different areas of the country. It gives them a chance 
to express their feelings about the United States and 
find explanations for cultural differences they have 
observed. Students and hosts develop friendships 
and learn how to exchange ideas and develop rela-
tionships with people who come from countries with 
different ideologies. 
 If you would like to volunteer as a friend to an 
international college student in the Atlanta area dur-
ing the school year, click on https://amis-inc.org/
volunteers/amigo/  
 
The Food Pantry Report 
 The Suthers Center has 
requested blankets, quilts, com-
forters, and sleeping bags to 
help Food Pantry and Emergen-
cy Assistance clients keep warm 
during the winter season. Please take them directly 
to the Suthers Center on Broad Street in Chamblee. 
 OPC distributed over 100 hams to the fami-
lies who visited the Food Pantry before Christmas.  
 
Journey 
Journey night shelter closed at the end of November 
after more than 30 years of service due to a lack of 
funding. The shelter, formerly called Druid Hills Night 
Shelter, opened in 1982 as a seasonal shelter for 
men. In recent years the agency began operating 
year-round. OPC members have faithfully supported 
the shelter with monthly meals, Christmas presents, 
and friendship. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
New American Pathways  
OPC is teaching English as a Second Language to 
our refugee family from Syria. Currently Linda Morris, 
Linda Hawthorn, Sue Westfall, and Emily Texter are 
visiting the family on a weekly rotation. Additional vol-
unteers are needed to help with interview skills, job 
search, and transportation. 
 Our refugee family has 2 immediate needs: a 
used car and help with the job search for the father. If 
you know of a good used car for sale or know about 
any job leads, please let us know. 
 
 If you would be interested in working on this 
exciting new mission, contact Emily Texter at emi-
lytexter@bellsouth.net 
 
Flood Victims 
Thank you for your help in gath-
ering cleaning supplies for fami-
lies affected by flooding.  The 
staff, the preschool, the session 
and deacons, members and 
friends have donated generous-
ly. Bill Cox and his family will 
deliver 10 buckets in December 
to communities in eastern North 
Carolina. 
 
 
Missions Committee at OPC 
Mission and outreach are central to our identity at 

Oglethorpe Presbyterian Church. Our mission pro-

grams are a way to serve those in need and also pro-

vide opportunities for us to share our time, talents, 

and resources. To find out more about how you can 

get involved in these missions, contact Emily Texter 

at emilytexter@bellsouth.net   

 

 

https://amis-inc.org/volunteers/amigo/
https://amis-inc.org/volunteers/amigo/
mailto:emilytexter@bellsouth.net
mailto:emilytexter@bellsouth.net
mailto:emilytexter@bellsouth.net
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Monthly Calendar 

Regular Meetings 
(except when noted elsewhere) 

 

Weekly 
Sundays: 
11am Worship  
 
Tuesdays: 
10am Food Pantry at Suthers Center 
8pm Alcoholics Anonymous (FH) 
 
Wednesdays: 
5:45pm Centering Prayer (Parlor) 
6:45pm Handbell Choir (Sanctuary)  
 

Fridays: 
10 am Food Pantry at Suthers Center 
8pm Alcoholics Anonymous (FH) 
 

Monthly 
 

Third Sundays after Worship 
Session Meeting 

STEWARDS SERVING 
January 1: 
liturgist: Elizabeth Parks; ushers/greeters: Jeff Chance, Mike Poley; 
ushers/counters: Brock Timmons, Amy Chance; sound/open: Jeff Mor-
ris; refreshments: _______; PowerPoint: Kelly Norris; nursery: Jen Alli-
son. 
 
January 8: 
liturgist: Chris Hagler; ushers/greeters: Brett Phillips, Connie Phillips; 
ushers/counters: Julia Berry, Matt Kim; sound/open: Brandon Cassidy; 
refreshments: Jean Cox; PowerPoint: Ric Paterson; nursery: Mark 
Kelly. 
 
January 15: 
liturgist: Jeff Morris; ushers/greeters: Cindy Alexander, Georgia Rap-
pole; ushers/counters: Donna Poseidon, Charles Hawthorne; sound/
open: Jesse Rappole; refreshments: Jen Allison; PowerPoint: Tamara 
Lopata; nursery: ________. 
 
January 22: 
liturgist: Jeff Chance; ushers/greeters:  Earline Willcott, Cortlandt Min-
nich; ushers/counters: Nancy Minnich, Adam Weaver; sound/open: Bill 
Cox; refreshments: Linda Hawthorne; PowerPoint: Brock Timmons; 
nursery: Gabby Paterson. 
 
January 29: 
liturgist: Linda Morris; ushers/greeters: Emily & Thomas Paterson, Pat 
Morrison; ushers/counters: Mary Lee Williams, _______; sound/open: 
_______; refreshments: _________; PowerPoint: _______; nursery: 
Steve Allison. 

Calendar Events & 
Notes 

 
Our next church workday is Satur-
day, January 14, from 9am to 1pm. 
Please join in and help keep your 
church in good shape.  
 
Book club will be Monday, January 
9th at 7pm at Georgia Gunter’s 
home where we 
will discuss Grand-
ma Gatewood’s 
Walk by Ben Mont-
gomery. If you 
would like infor-
mation about join-
ing the book club, 
contact Margy 
Jones at mnjbai-
ley@aol.com 
 
 
Dinner Out? Would you like to meet 
for dinner with friends from church 
on Thursday, January 12?  Contact 
Jihyun for details 
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Oglethorpe Presbyterian Church 
Sunday School for All Ages: 9:45 am ٠ Worship:11am  

404.233.5469 ٠ www.opcbrookhaven.org ٠ info@opcbrookhaven.org 

Oglethorpe Presbyterian Church 
3016 Lanier Drive, NE 
Atlanta, Georgia 30319 

If you don’t want to receive this by mail,  

please contact the church office:  

404.233.5469, cheryl@
opcbrookhaven.org 

DATED MATERIAL 

Christmas Take-Home 
Living Out the Incarnation in the                        

12 Days of Christmas 
 
12/26/2016 - More traditional churches celebrate this as the 

Feast of St. Stephen, one of the first deacons. Consider 
giving away something that was "replaced" by Christmas 
gifts. 

12/27/2016 - Day of Reconciliation. Consider seeking out 
someone with whom you had a fight or are estranged, and 
reconciling. Even if it is just a conversation, take the first 
step. 

12/28/2016 - Traditionally, this is the day of remembering the 
Holy Innocents. Pray for children who are suffering and/
or consider giving a gift to a program benefitting children. 
(One option to consider:  https://presbyteriangifts.org/
gifts/?category=people ) 

12/29/2016 - Day of Conscience. Pray for situations of injus-
tice you see in the world and consider calling or writing a 
legislator about one particular situation.  

12/30/2016 - Day of Reflection. Read Matthew 12:15-21 and 
reflect (alone or with friends/family) on the image of Je-
sus presented in the passage.  

12/31/2016 - New Year's Eve. Spend time reviewing the last 
year. Give thanks for what has been good. Lift up what 

has been difficult. Consider writing this down as an offer-
ing to God. 

1/1/2017 - New Year's Day. Consider baking a cake to cele-
brate and share with family and/or neighbors. Many in the 
Greek Orthodox tradition bake vasilopita. As you share 
the baked good, share your hopes for 2017.   

1/2/2017 - Day of Peace. Spend some time listening, reading, 
watching news today, and pray for those places and peo-
ple who need God's peace today.  

1/3/2017 - Read Matthew 5:3-12 or Luke 6:20-26 (the Beati-
tudes). Consider reflecting or discussing with friends and/
or family on how to live out one aspect of the Beatitudes 
in 2017.  

1/4/2017 - Day of Action. Commit to active justice during the 
first 6 months of this year.  Consider the Hunger Walk/
Run (Sunday, March 5) as part of the OPC team for Pres-
bytery of Greater Atlanta or OPC's Habitat for Humanity 
build. 

1/5/2017 - Remember your baptism! If you have pictures or 
certificates, consider looking at them and reflecting on the 
meaning of death and life with Christ Jesus. 

1/6/2017 - Epiphany. Today is the end of "Christmastide." 
Consider creating a "Faith Capsule" with items from the 
Advent and Christmas season. Decide when you will open 
it in 2017. 

https://presbyteriangifts.org/gifts/?category=people
https://presbyteriangifts.org/gifts/?category=people

