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Sometimes There Are Just No Words
Sometimes, there are just no words to express how we feel. We
scream with excitement. Or shake our head in disbelief. We stare
numbly into space with disappointment. Or pace with anxiety and
anticipation. We pump our fists with pride. Or droop with grief.

Sometimes, there are just no words to express how we feel, be-
cause words, no matter how many we use, could express just how
deeply we feel. Sometimes, there are just no words, because we've
used them all and have run out of new words to say.

In the time between the last words of the prophet Malachi and be-
fore the good news about Jesus, | wonder whether the silence was-
n't because there were just no new words to talk about the sense of
longing... the interminable wait... the moments of hopelessness...
the humdrum of the every day while people waited for the promised
Messiah to come. How many different ways can you tell the story?
How many different ways can you describe the prophecies? What
new words can you find to describe something that you, and count-
less generations of ancestors before, have been doing for hundreds
of years?

And yet, we are called, each Advent, to tell the story again. We read
familiar passages from the Bible and worship with Lessons and Car-
ols that have been handed down through the generations while we
wait for the coming of Jesus who is the Christ and wait for the return
of the incarnate Son of God. While we wait and while we worship,
perhaps we will find new ways of telling the story... or we will see
new ways to image what God is about in the world in Christ Jesus
through the Holy Spirit.

Come and worship... and wait and celebrate with other faithful disci-
ples of Christ Jesus at OPC this Advent season. Come and bring a
friend or two!

Jihyun Oh
Interim Pastor

See p. 3 for a list of Advent worship services and events.
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DEACONS

CHURCH STAFF People in Our Prayers
Pastoral Brian Bielhy, William Bertolet
The Rev. Jihyun Oh y, VI :
Interim Pastor/Head of Staff I(\Ill:)oorrr]irsl?) r::)(OSaetl % Osno?] )f ?Err;en?ﬁq? ee
The Rev. Dr. Linda Hawthorne Stewart (Jean Cox’s friend); Kris-
Parish Associate tina Casteel (Elizabeth Park’s
P ds i friend); Kathy Houlihan (Linda
CL%?;ﬂ_lma:;an lépcp:oE Hawthorne’s friend); The Rev.
Office Manager, Facilities Denise Anderson and The Rev.
Director of Christian Education Dr. Jan Edmiston (Co-Moderator,
cheryl@opcbrookhaven.org Presbyterian Church (U.S.A)));
Br. Tim Hsu Oglethorpe Presbyterian Church
/!/Ii/sic Director during our transition.
tim@opcbrookhaven.org Prayer requests will remain on
Alexandria Stephenson the prayer list for four weeks un-
Communications Assistant less resubmitted.
alexandria@opcbrookhaven.org
Tripp Brogdon In Memoriam
Seminary Intern
intern@opcbrookhaven.org
Preschool
404.233.5479
Beverly Moon Margaret Harner
Director

beverly@oppbrookhaven.org Robert Sego Jr

Lynnette Kachel (Steve Greene’s friend)
Assistant Director
lynnette@oppbrookhaven.org Margie Garrett
Pastor Emeritus (Ruth Walker's mother)
The Rev. Dr. Fitzhugh Legerton

Pat Poley
Ministers (Mike Poley’s mother)

All Members of OPC

Margaret Grogan
(Lisa Ezzard’s mother)

Nothing in all creation
will be able to separate
us
from the love of God
in Christ Jesus our Lord.
-Romans 8

Next Deadline for
Crossings
December 16, 2015

Poinsettias

Once again, we will order Christ-
mas poinsettias for those who
would like to purchase them in
honor or memory of loved
ones. The flowers will decorate
the sanctuary until Christmas
morning, at which time you may
take them home. Order forms in
the Sunday bulletin (cost is $13
per flower), or you may call the
church office at (404) 233-5469
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WORSHIP
Jeff Morris

Advent Worship

The season of Advent, when we await the cele-
bration of the birth of our Lord, Jesus Christ, is
just around the corner! Please plan to attend the
following events of the season.

Saturday, December 3 (10:00 a.m.) - "Hanging of
the Greens." We will decorate the sanctuary in
Christmas finery, and share refreshments.

Tuesday, December 6 (7:00 p.m.) - Advent Taize
worship service. Join us for song, scripture, med-
itation, and communion by candlelight.

Sunday, December 11 (4:00 p.m.) - "Songs of the
Season" Christmas concert. Beautiful music, both
sacred and secular, with special refreshments to
follow!

Wednesday, December 21 (7:00 p.m.) - "Blue
Christmas" service, for those who are sad or have
suffered loss.

Saturday, December 24 (5:00 p.m.) - Christmas
Eve candlelight service.

Sunday, December 25 (11:00 a.m.) - Celebrate
the "reason for the season" with a special interac-
tive and participatory worship service!

, i

Songs of the Season

Happy Advent and Merry Christmas! Its a busy
time of year for music at OPC and | wanted to in-
vite you to a couple events. The first event, Ad-
vent Taizé, takes place on December 6th at 7pm.
This service revolves around meditative and
soothing songs that give us spiritual space to find
God in this busy season. Additionally, the 3rd an-
nual Songs of the Season concert at OPC will be
on Sunday, December 11th at 4pm. We will fea-
ture sacred and secular favorites from the Chan-
cel Choir, the Handbell Choir, solos, and small
ensembles. It's a family friendly event and we
hope to see all of you there! Please let me know if
you have any questions or if you are interesting in
participating in music at OPC.

Blue Christmas Service
The Blue Christmas Service, which will be held at
7pm on Wednesday, December 21, is a new ser-
vice for OPC. It is meant for all those who find this
season a bit more "blue" and sad, rather than just
joyful. Maybe you've lost a loved one this year
and this is the first Christmas season without
them. Maybe you'd hoped for some transitions in
your life and your hopes have not been fulfilled.
Maybe you or a loved one is struggling with ill-
ness. Maybe the election season and the state of
the world around has you wondering how to cele-
brate.

No matter what is making you feel "blue," you are
welcome to this service. It will be in the Chapel
and we will share and sing and hear God's word
and worship. We will gather on the longest and
darkest night of the year and hear a word about
God's light that holds us even in the midst of the
darkness.

Celebrating Christmas Morning
How do you celebrate Christmas? Is it a celebra-
tion of the birth of Jesus? This year Christmas
morning will also be a Sunday morning so we will
be celebrating the birth of Jesus in a new way to-
gether.

Join us at 11 am (there will not be

any Sunday School on December 25) in the Nar-
thex and Sanctuary as we explore together the
meaning of Christmas. We will have activity cen-
ters set up where adults and children alike, and
together, can color, make ornaments, write pray-
ers or do finger prayer labyrinths. We will also
worship together, too, as we come close to the
manger and worship the Christ child. Music, pray-
ers, scripture and joy are certain to be present.

Come, let us adore him. Christ the King.

Advent Devotional
Each year, OPC publishes a collection of mem-
bers' and staff reflections on scripture passag-
es for each day during the Advent season. Pick
up a copy in the narthex!
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MISSION
Emily Texter

Atlanta Ministry to International Students (AMIS) hosts Christ-
mas International House

Hosts are needed during the Christmas Holidays when inter-
national college students across the country are away from
their families, wanting to connect more closely with Ameri-
cans and our holidays, and are often locked out of their dorms
and alone.

If you have a spare guest room, would you host a student for
one week? The AMIS organization plans activities during
most days while the host is responsible for a bed, breakfast
and transportation to the daily headquarters at St. James. ltis
a wonderful opportunity to get to know a college student from
another culture and to share the gift of hospitality. We learn
that in the midst of our diversity, everyone stands together as
one human family. Jean Cox, Donna Poseidon, or Emily Tex-
ter are happy to share their experiences if you have ques-
tions.

Hosts are needed for either December 17—26 or December
26- January 2. Contact AMIS at 404-846-4396 or email:
office@amis-inc.org. For more details see: https://amis-
inc.org/volunteers/cih-atlanta/

The Food Pantry Report as of August 2016

OPC distributed over 100 turkeys to the families who visited
the Food Pantry before Thanksgiving. Eleanor Davis and Pat
Morrison were exhausted but thrilled with sharing the joy at
the Suthers Center.

Journey Night Shelter

OPC received distressing news about Journey Night Shelter
this past month. Below is an excerpt from a letter sent from
the Journey board.

“We are as committed as ever to Journey’s mission and to
taking the necessary steps to re-evaluate the components of
the program, including the building that houses it, and to de-
termine its future viability. To do so effectively, we will halt the
services of Journey Men’s Shelter and transition our residents
to shelters and housing around Atlanta by the end of Novem-
ber 2016. By doing this, we will be able to focus in a proactive
manner without the pressure of monetary concerns.

We have informed the current residents and they in turn have
responded with grace and trust that comes from knowing God
is holding them in His loving hands. As itis said in the book
of Isaiah, “Behold, | am doing a new thing; now it springs
forth, do you not perceive it? | will make a way in the wilder-
ness and rivers in the desert.”

It is emphatically important that we continue to receive mone-
tary support as well as the support of our dinner volunteers
until all residents are transitioned. It is also important that we
come together as a community to ensure that the final deter-
mination of Journey’s fate is one that follows the will of God.
We ask for your prayers, your voice, your continued dona-
tions, and your understanding during this difficult but neces-
sary period.”

New American Pathways

OPC is teaching English as a Second Language to our refu-
gee family from Syria. Currently 4 members from OPC are

visiting the family on a weekly rotation. Additional volunteers
are needed to help with interview skills and transportation. If

you would be interested in working on this exciting new mis-
sion, contact Emily Texter at emilytexter@bellsouth.net

Flood Victims

Thank you for your help in gathering cleaning supplies for
families affected by flooding. The staff, the preschool, the
session and deacons, members and friends have donated
generously. These buckets will be delivered in December to
communities in the southeast.

Missions Committee at OPC

Mission and outreach are central to our identity at Oglethorpe
Presbyterian Church. Our mission programs are a way to
serve those in need and also provide opportunities for us to
share our time, talents, and resources. To find out more about
how you can get involved in these missions, contact Emily
Texter at emilytexter@bellsouth.net

STEWARDSHIP
Cindy Alexander

Abundance Stewardship Drive 2017 Update

Thank you to those of you who have pledged for our 2017
Ministries and budget. Stewardship season is off to a good
start and we are confident that God can accomplish this
through us. For some, this means an increase in giving, may-
be a true tithe of your income. For others, this means a first
time pledge. Whatever the case, we truly want your decision
to give to be based on prayer. Make it a joyous gift..God will
surely lead as you ask for guidance.

Oh, wow! | forgot to turn in my pledge! Where did | put it?
Maybe I've lost it on my desk or maybe it's in the stack of
bills. Now what? Does my pledge really matter?

Yes! Oglethorpe Presbyterian Church relies on the gifts of
each member.

Through November 28, we have received 40 pledges for a
total of $134,000.00. Our goal for the upcoming year is to
receive $265,000 in pledges to support the mission and min-
istry of our church and for 90 Oglethorpe Presbyterian fami-
lies to make a pledge. We thank each of you who will give
generously and sacrificially over the coming year.

There is still plenty of time to make your pledge for 2017. We
want to make sure every family and individual in our church
who is able has the chance to take part in this important ef-
fort.

If you have not had a chance to turn in a pledge card, there
are extra pledge cards located in the sanctuary for the next
several weeks for anyone who needs a pledge card. You
may also contact our Treasurer, Barbara Landes
(barbaralandes@bellsouth.net, 404.931.3897) with your
pledge amount, or contact the church office
(office@opcbrookhaven.org. 404.233.5469) to get your
pledge card.

Supporting our church is central to being good stewards of
God’s work.

When we plan, pledge, and give generously, we are able to
manage our budget. Be generous. Feel the joy of God’s glory
in the work that will be done with what you have given!

Thank you for all you do!
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STEWARDS SERVING

December 4:

liturgist: Nicholas Cox; ushers/greeters: Kelly Norris, Cathy Poley; ush-
ers/counters: Jesse Rappole, Georgia Gunter; sound/open: Jean Cox;
refreshments: Amanda and Mimi Averill; PowerPoint: Mary Ann Haw-
thorne; nursery: Kristi Stephenson.

December 11:

liturgist: Donna Poseidon; ushers/greeters: Bill Balmer, Emily Texter;
ushers/counters: Carl Texter, Margy Jones; sound/open: Mark Kelly;
refreshments: ; PowerPoint: Steve Allison; nursery: Deb-
orah O’Donnell.

December 18:

liturgist: Reyn Langwell; ushers/greeters: Linda Morris, Jeff Morris;
ushers/counters: Bill Cox, Georgia Gunter; sound/open: ; re-
freshments: Margy Jones; PowerPoint: Mike Poley; nursery:

December 24:

liturgist: Margy Jones; ushers/greeters: Ruth Walker, Donna Poseidon;
ushers/counters: Eleanor Timmons, Christopher Soltis; sound/open:
Mike Lopata; PowerPoint: Tamara Lopata; nursery: Rachel Paterson.

December 25:

liturgist: John Gunter; ushers/greeters: Ric & William Paterson, Lisa
Kelly; ushers/counters: Mark Kelly, Cathy Poley; sound/open: Cortlandt
Minnich; refreshments: Earline Willcott; PowerPoint: Kim Crocker;
nursery: Jean Cox.

Oglethorpe Presbyterian Church
Financial Summary

Oct-16 YTD 2016 YTD 2015 change
Receipts S 19,570 250,489 272,438 (21,949)
Expenditures 27,787 274,219 301,177 (26,958)
Surplus/(deficit) (8,217) (23,730) (28,739) 5,010
Beginning bank balance S 108,641 141,716 158,067 (16,351)
Cash increase/ (decrease) (8,580) (41,655) (49,245) 7,591
Ending bank balance 100,061 100,061 108,822 (8,761)
Loan balance S 0 17,467 (17,467)
Reserve funds S 51,289 49,425 1,864
Reserves - months of budget expense 1.8 1.7 0.0

® Receipts are down from 2015 partly because the additional "ask" in 2015 yielded higher
donations of $7,750.

® YTD Expenditures decreased by $26,958. which is $5,010 more than the decrease in
receipts.

® Receipts and expenditures do not include Capital Campaign but bank balance does.

® Reserve fund is total of designated reserve fund plus retained earnings

OPC has an open book financial policy: for more information,
contact the Treasurer, Barbara Landes at 404-931-3897.

Regular Meetings

(except when noted elsewhere)

Weekly
Sundays:
11am Worship
Tuesdays:

10am Food Pantry at Suthers Center
8pm Alcoholics Anonymous (FH)

Wednesdays:
5:45pm Centering Prayer (Parlor)
6:45pm Handbell Choir (Sanctuary)

Fridays:
10 am Food Pantry at Suthers Center
8pm Alcoholics Anonymous (FH)

Monthly

Third Sundays after Worship
Session Meeting

Fourth Saturdays
OPC Serves Dinner at Journey

Calendar Events &
Notes

u~orthodox

THE SCANDALOUS REJECTION OF
MY HASIDIC ROOTS

Our next church work-
day is Saturday, De-
cember 10, from 9am to
1pm.

OPC Book club will
meet Monday, Decem-
ber 12th at 7:00PM at Margy Jones’
home where we will discuss Unor-
thodox by Deborah Feldman. If an-
yone would like information on the
OPC book club please contact Mar-
gy Jones at mnjbailey@aol.com

Advent Devotional
Each year, OPC publishes a col-
lection of members' and staff reflec-
tions on scripture passages for
each day during the Advent sea-
son. Pick up a copy in the narthex!



mailto:mnjbailey@aol.com

GaSSO

Great news! The state of Georgia passed legislation
that allows each Georgia tax payer control over how a
portion of their state tax dollars are used. Georgia tax
payers may donate part of their Georgia income tax
for the use of private schools to provide scholarships
for children in pre-k through 12" grade. The donor will
receive a dollar-for-dollar credit off of their Georgia
income tax for the donation. Our Oglethorpe Presby-
terian Preschool Program (OPP) qualifies for such
donations.

A non-profit organization, Georgia Student Scholar-
ship Organization (GASSO), allows us to register for
the donation through their website
www.georgiasso.us You must register before Decem-
ber 15 each year. On January 1, all registrations will
be submitted at once. The amount you will be allowed
to donate will depend upon the number of requests,

as the total amount available is limited to $58 million.
However, the maximum amount you will be allowed to
designate in a given year is limited to $1,000 for indi-
vidual tax payers and $2,500 for couples filing a joint
return. If you make a donation request, you will be
notified in January as to the amount you will be al-
lowed to contribute. You will then have 60 days to
send in your donations. Credit for that amount will be
applied to your state income tax bill when you file your
return the following year. That means, you will need to
apply by December 15, 2016 in order to donate a por-
tion of your 2017 state income tax.

For over 50 years, OPP has been providing a quality,
Christian-based preschool program as a mission to
our members and our surrounding community. This
scholarship program will allow us to serve students
who are either not able to begin attending or continue
attending OPP without some financial assistance. The
need is there, and the registration is simple and quick!

Charles Hawthorne,
OPP Board Member

Oglethorpe Presbyterian Church
Sunday School for All Ages: 9:45 am ™ Worship:11am
404.233.5469 — www.opcbrookhaven.org ~ info@opcbrookhaven.org
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