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Thanksgiving Day 
From Church Development 

November 24
th

 is Thanksgiving Day, a celebration generally con-
sidered to flow from a meal at Plymouth in 1621 attended by 
grateful pilgrims and Puritans, emigrants from England. 
 
One hundred years before that event, there were some 95 annu-
al Church holidays in England, plus of course the 52 Sundays. 
Each of these days required church attendance and no work, and 
the government and new church formed by Henry VIII greatly re-
duced them. Even with this, some Puritans remained opposed to 
any holidays, including Christmas and Easter. 
 
Instead, the Puritans proposed occasional Days of Fasting or 
Days of Thanksgiving, depending on current events. The 1621 
celebration at Plymouth came out of this tradition and was a Day 
of Thanksgiving for a good harvest. 
 
So fast forward to 2016. We’ve just completed one of the most 
remarkable election experiences in American history. Would we 
celebrate a Day of Fasting or a Day of Thanksgiving?  
 
Throughout the country, each citizen will have her or his own re-
sponse, and each is entitled to respect. 
 
As important as are our political lives, though, we are all Chris-
tians, people of the Resurrection, and so our spiritual lives are far 
more important. We are constantly called to look forward with 
hope and grace, kindness and magnanimity, optimism and real-
ism. On November 24

th
, let us celebrate what God has shared 

with us thus far, and is calling us to in the future. 
 
Thanks for all you do for our church, and happy Thanksgiving 
Day.  
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CHURCH STAFF 
 
Pastoral 
The Rev. Jihyun Oh 
Interim Pastor/Head of Staff 
 
The Rev. Dr. Linda Hawthorne 
Parish Associate 
 
Program and Support 
Cheryl Hartman, C.C.E. 
Office Manager, Facilities 
Director of Christian Education 
cheryl@opcbrookhaven.org 
 
Dr. Tim Hsu 
Music Director 
tim@opcbrookhaven.org 
 
Alexandria Stephenson 
Communications Assistant 
alexandria@opcbrookhaven.org 
 
Tripp Brogdon 
Seminary Intern 
intern@opcbrookhaven.org 
 
Preschool 
404.233.5479 
 
Beverly Moon 
Director 
beverly@oppbrookhaven.org 
 
Lynnette Kachel 
Assistant Director 
lynnette@oppbrookhaven.org 
 
Pastor Emeritus 
The Rev. Dr. Fitzhugh Legerton 
 
Ministers 
All Members of OPC 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Next Deadline for Crossings 
November 20, 2015 

 
 
 

Dee Morrison (Pat’s son); Margaret 
Harner; Tammi Stewart (Jean Cox’s 
friend); Kristina Casteel (Elizabeth 
Park’s friend); Kathy Houlihan (Linda 
Hawthorne’s friend); Steve Edwards 
(family of Balmers), Steve Greene; 
Erla Secrest (Anna Coulter’s sister); 
Jean Chance (Chances' fami-
ly);Eugenia Whitfield, Martha Zea 
Robert Dosh, Sam Whitfield, Georgia 
Lozoff, Alan Greene, Roland Greene 
(Steve Greene's friends and family); 
Bruce Hall (Food Pantry); Trish Ash-
by; Chantal Jordan;Svetlana Sobo-
levskaia; Donna and Pete Brown 
(Austin's parents); Betty Dalziel; Cary 
Hestad (Mimi Averill's family); Madden 
Family (Rappoles' friends); Jung Soon 
Park (John's mother); Roberta DaVia; 
First Presbyterian Americus; Cameron 
Lester; Mary Doras, Merritt Pearson, 
Terri Leslie (Jan Thomas' friends); 
Angela Olsen (Kristi Stephenson's 
family); Pat Poley (Mike's mother); 
Ken Wilkerson (Heather Bogle's 
friend); Jim & Anna Coulter; Patricia 
Livingston, Chris & Dakota Matthews 
(Gunters' family); Mark Heimiller 
(Kelly Norris' family); Mallory Kate 
(Brian Pierce's friend); Horace Cox 
(Bill's father); Mary Smith; Mary 
Shanks; Tyron Mackall (Samantha 
Cassidy's friend); Bill Coble; Tim Si-
mons; Joy Rogers, Roger Mudd, Kit 
Young, Barbara Pinson (Genie String-
er's friends & family); Tom Weaver, 
Phil Lord, Sophie Essex (Weavers' 
friends & family); Doug Hill (Timmons' 
family); Tyler Harmon (Mary Ann Haw-

thorne's friend); Mary Ratliff; Greg 
Smith, Pat Lee, Jane Newton (Kyle 
Newton's friends and family); Al Paul; 
Mary Zumot; Journey Night Shelter; 
The Rev. Denise Anderson and The 
Rev. Dr. Jan Edmiston (Co-
Moderator, Presbyterian Church 
(U.S.A.)); Oglethorpe Presbyterian 
Church during our transition.  

 
Prayer requests will remain on the 
prayer list for four weeks unless re-
submitted.  

The deacons are asking for frozen 
meals to stock 
our freezer in 
the kitchen. If 
you bring the 
meals to wor-
ship, any of the 
deacons will 
take them to the kitchen freezer for 
you. Thank you! 

DEACONS 

Virginia O’Donnell  
(Chris’ mother) 

 
Tony Zacek 

(Amy Chance’s father) 
 

Penny Hill  
(Executive Presbyter,  

Presbytery of Greater Atlanta) 

In Memoriam 

The Session met on Sunday, Octo-
ber 24 and approved the following: 
 

¶ Admitted Memorandum of Under-
standing between OPC and OPP 
for the repayment of the PILP con-
struction loan, signed 8/17/16 

¶ Approved the use of the lower 
parking lot for one day for a fee of 
$500 

¶ Raised the price of burial in the 
memorial garden to $450 

¶ Approved writing a letter of sup-
port for Mercy Community Church 

in their efforts to purchase the 
property of Open Door on Ponce 
de Leon.  

¶ Approved the deacons taking 
communion to Margaret Harner, 
who is in hospice 

 
Session meetings are open meetings 
and are usually held the third Sunday 
of every month following worship.  
Our open-book policy includes our 
finances and session minutes. 

People in Our Prayers 

CLERK’S CORNER 
Mary Ann Hawthorne 
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Monthly Calendar 

Regular Meetings 
(except when noted elsewhere) 

 

Weekly 
Sundays: 
11am Worship  
 
Tuesdays: 
10am Food Pantry at Suthers Center 
8pm Alcoholics Anonymous (FH) 
 
Wednesdays: 
5:45pm Centering Prayer (Parlor) 
6:45pm Handbell Choir (Sanctuary)  
 

Fridays: 
10 am Food Pantry at Suthers Center 
8pm Alcoholics Anonymous (FH) 
 

Monthly 
 

Third Sundays after Worship 
Session Meeting 
 

Fourth Saturdays 
OPC Serves Dinner at Journey 

STEWARDS SERVING 
 
November 6: 
liturgist: Linda Morris; ushers/greeters: Emily & Thomas Paterson, Pat 
Morrison; ushers/counters: Mary Lee Williams, Christopher Soltis; 
sound/open: Jean Cox; refreshments: Kristi Stephenson; PowerPoint: 
______; nursery: Steve Allison. 
 
November 13: 
liturgist: Georgia Gunter; ushers/greeters: Jean Cox, _______; ushers/
counters: Mary Ann Hawthorne, Ethan Gillespie; sound/open: Jeff Mor-
ris; refreshments: Jennifer Sterner-Allison; PowerPoint: Christopher 
Soltis; nursery: _______. 
 
November 20: 
liturgist: Eleanor Timmons; ushers/greeters: Charles Hawthorne, Elea-
nor Davis; ushers/counters: Ric Paterson, Georgia Rappole; sound/
open: _______; refreshments: Deborah O’Donnell; PowerPoint: Brian 
Pierce; nursery: Jennifer Kim. 
 
November 27: 
liturgist: Ric Paterson; ushers/greeters: Steve Greene, Jennifer Soltis; 
ushers/counters: _______, Brandon Cassidy; sound/open: _______; 
refreshments: Edyie DaVia; PowerPoint: Kelly Norris; nursery: Connie 
Phillips. 
 
December 4: 
liturgist: Nicholas Cox; ushers/greeters: Kelly Norris, Cathy Poley; ush-
ers/counters: Jesse Rappole, Georgia Gunter; sound/open: Jean Cox; 
refreshments: Amanda and Mimi Averill; PowerPoint: Mary Ann Haw-
thorne; nursery: Kristi Stephenson. 
 
December 11: 
liturgist: Donna Poseidon; ushers/greeters: Bill Balmer, Emily Texter; 
ushers/counters: Carl Texter, Margy Jones; sound/open: Mark Kelly; 
refreshments: Diane Leyburn & Eleanor Timmons; PowerPoint: Steve 
Allison; nursery: Deborah O’Donnell. 
 
December 18: 
liturgist: Reyn Langwell; ushers/greeters: Linda Morris, Jeff Morris; 
ushers/counters: Bill Cox, Georgia Gunter; sound/open: _______; re-
freshments: Margy Jones; PowerPoint: Mike Poley; nursery: _______. 
 
December 24: 
liturgist: Margy Jones; ushers/greeters: Ruth Walker, Donna Poseidon; 
ushers/counters: Eleanor Timmons, Christopher Soltis; sound/open: 
Mike Lopata; refreshments: Emily Texter; PowerPoint: Tamara Lopata; 
nursery: Rachel Paterson. 
 
December 25: 
liturgist: John Gunter; ushers/greeters: Ric & William Paterson, Lisa 
Kelly; ushers/counters: Mark Kelly, Cathy Poley; sound/open: Cortlandt 
Minnich; refreshments: Earline Willcott; PowerPoint: Kim Crocker; 
nursery: Jean Cox. 
 

Calendar Events & Notes 
 
Our next church workday is Saturday, 
Novemvber 12, from 9am to 1pm.  
 
OPC Book club will meet 
Monday, November 14th at 
7:00PM at Bailey Dean's 
home where we will discuss 
A Man Called Ove by Fred-
rik Backman. If anyone 
would like information on 
the OPC book club please 
contact Margy Jones at 
mnjbailey@aol.com 
 
 
Pat Morrison 
sent off 470 
Box Tops for 
Education to 
Thornwell 
 

 
OPC has a new semi-
nary intern! 
Help us welcome Tripp 
Brogdon to the OPC 
family. 
 
 

mailto:mnjbailey@aol.com
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PRESCHOOL 

 
Scholarship Opportunities for 

Oglethorpe Presbyterian  
Preschool Students 

 
 

 
Great news! The state of Georgia passed legislation that allows each Georgia tax payer control over how a por-
tion of their state tax dollars are used. Georgia tax payers may donate part of their Georgia income tax for the 
use of private schools to provide scholarships for children in pre-k through 12th grade. The donor will receive a 
dollar-for-dollar credit off of their Georgia income tax for the donation. Our Oglethorpe Presbyterian Preschool 
Program (OPP) qualifies for such donations.  
 
A non-profit organization, Georgia Student Scholarship Organization (GASSO), allows us to register for the do-
nation through their website www.georgiasso.us You must register before December 15 each year. On January 
1, all registrations will be submitted at once. The amount you will be allowed to donate will depend upon the 
number of requests, as the total amount available is limited to $58 million. However, the maximum amount you 
will be allowed to designate in a given year is limited to $1,000 for individual tax payers and $2,500 for couples 
filing a joint return. If you make a donation request, you will be notified in January as to the amount you will be 
allowed to contribute. You will then have 60 days to send in your donations. Credit for that amount will be ap-
plied to your state income tax bill when you file your return the following year. That means, you will need to ap-
ply by December 15, 2016 in order to donate a portion of your 2017 state income tax. 
 
For over 50 years, OPP has been providing a quality, Christian-based preschool program as a mission to our 
members and our surrounding community. This scholarship program will allow us to serve students who are 
either not able to begin attending or continue attending OPP without some financial assistance. The need is 
there, and the registration is simple and quick! 
 
Charles Hawthorne, 
OPP Board Member  

http://www.georgiasso.us
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MISSION 
Emily Texter 

Atlanta Ministry to International Students (AMIS) 
 
Thanksgiving is a unique holiday to America. It is a time 
we gather around a traditional turkey dinner to give 
thanks to God for our many blessings and renew bonds 
of family and friendship. The Atlanta Ministry to Interna-
tional Students offers a special opportunity to be a 
friend for one day on Thanksgiving. Would you like to 
invite an international student to your home for this 
Thanksgiving with your family?  

For more details see https://amis-inc.org/volunteers/
thanksgiving/  
 

New American Pathways  
 
The refugee family from Syria has arrived and has been 
amazed at the generosity and support shown by OPC 
and co-sponsor, 
Emory Presbyterian 
Church. The apart-
ment has been beauti-
fully furnished for the 
family with 3 children, 
ages 7, 4, and 6 
months. Volunteers 
have taken them food 
shopping, provided 
transportation, and 
helped with the transi-
tion.  

 
 
 
We are putting 
together a 
schedule so that 
we can visit on a 
regular schedule 
to practice Eng-
lish and help with 
the job search.   
 
 

 
Here is a link to the SignUp Genius if you would like to 
volunteer at http://www.signupgenius.com/
go/10c0c45aea72fa7ff2-emoryoglethorpe  
 
If you would be interested in working on this exciting 
new mission, contact Emily Texter at emilytex-
ter@bellsouth.net 
 

The Food Pantry Report as of August 2016 
 
OPC will be buying over 100 turkeys for the families 
who visit the Food Pantry. Extra volunteer help will be 
needed the 2 weeks before Thanksgiving. The Food 
Pantry is open on Tuesday and Friday mornings and we 
would love to have you join the team!  
 

 

Flood Victims 
 

In the past 2 months, catastrophic flooding has affected 
thousands of families in the South-
east. Presbyterian Disaster Assis-
tance (PDA) has responded by 
sending needed emergency funds 
and deploying members of the Na-
tional Response Team to assess 
the damage and to begin organiz-
ing both immediate and long-term 
responses in affected communi-
ties. God’s people are once again 
called on to stand in the “GAP”: 
Give. Act. Pray.  
During the month of November, you have a special 
chance to Act to help the flood victims. OPC will be col-
lecting cleanup buckets filled with cleaning supplies. 
For more information and to see the list of supplies 
needed, visit http://pda.pcusa.org/page/kits/. Bring your 
plastic bucket filled with supplies to the OPC office by 
Sunday, Nov. 20. 

 
Journey Night Shelter 

 
Volunteers are needed the 4th Saturday of each month 
to bring dinner to the homeless shelter. For almost 30 
years, The Journey Night Shelter at Druid Hills Presby-
terian Church has provided dinner, hospitality, a show-
er, a safe night's sleep, breakfast, and counselling for 
up to thirty homeless men who are actively seeking 
work. But it's more than bringing dinner - it's about en-
couraging people to seek God's dreams and God's best 
for their lives. Please sign up on the bulletin board for 
2016.  
 
If you would like to support Journey and are not able to 
take dinner, there is a new opportunity to provide 
“Delivery”. On those days that you cannot be here in 
person, yet want to provide a meal for our residents, 
you may contribute funds toward a meal by credit card 
via the donate page on our website and we will make 
arrangements to purchase food. Our residents enjoy 
everyday tasks like preparing a meal in the kitchen to-
gether and would welcome that opportunity once in a 
while. It is a wonderful way for them to reduce stress 
and to work together as a team. So it's a win-win, re-
ducing stress all around - donate and we'll take it from 
there. 
 

For more details, see the website at journeyshelter.org/ 
and Facebook page at facebook.com/
JourneyFromHomelessness Contact Edyie DaVia for 
more information. 
 

Missions Committee at OPC 
 

Mission and outreach are central to our identity at Ogle-
thorpe Presbyterian Church. Our mission programs are 
a way to serve those in need and also provide opportu-
nities for us to share our time, talents, and resources. 
To find out more about how you can get involved in 
these missions, contact Emily Texter at emilytex-
ter@bellsouth.net   

https://amis-inc.org/volunteers/thanksgiving/
https://amis-inc.org/volunteers/thanksgiving/
http://www.signupgenius.com/go/10c0c45aea72fa7ff2-emoryoglethorpe
http://www.signupgenius.com/go/10c0c45aea72fa7ff2-emoryoglethorpe
mailto:ermilytexter@bellsouth.net
mailto:ermilytexter@bellsouth.net
http://pda.pcusa.org/page/kits/
http://journeyshelter.org/
https://www.facebook.com/JourneyFromHomelessness
https://www.facebook.com/JourneyFromHomelessness
mailto:ermilytexter@bellsouth.net
mailto:ermilytexter@bellsouth.net
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Oglethorpe Presbyterian Church 
Sunday School for All Ages: 9:45 am ͡  Worship:11am  

404.233.5469  ͡www.opcbrookhaven.org  ͡info@opcbrookhaven.org 

Oglethorpe Presbyterian Church 
3016 Lanier Drive, NE 
Atlanta, Georgia 30319 

If you don’t want to receive this by mail,  

please contact the church office:  

404.233.5469, cheryl@
opcbrookhaven.org 

DATED MATERIAL 

 
 

Stewardship Commitment Sunday November 20                                                                                 
Come Celebrate God’s Work!  

As you fill out your 2017 pledge card, remember the 
blessings tat are ours and the good we have accom-

plished together for the cause of 
Christ. Take a moment to pray and 
thank God for the blessings we re-
ceive. Perhaps consider asking the 
question, “What now, O Lord? What 
would you have me do with what 
you have given me?"  
 
We invite you to bring your pledge 
card to worship on Sunday, Novem-

ber 20. If you will not be able to attend, you can always 
mail your pledge card to the church or place your pledge 
card in the offering plate any Sunday. Thanks be to God 
for all that we have and all that we are! 
Luncheon in Fellowship Hall follows worship. The Stew-
ardship Committee will provide Jason’s Deli gourmet 
sandwiches, chips and drinks. Members and friends are 
asked to bring sides, salads, and desserts. 

 
 
The deacons will host the All Saints service Sunday, No-
vember 6th after worship in the sanctuary to honor and 
remember those who have passed since November of 
last year. If you have anyone you would like to honor, 
please submit the name to either your deacon or the 
church office. 
 
We realize that praying for others is one of our most im-
portant callings at Christians. In an effort to keep our 
prayer list current, we will pray for your requests for 4 
weeks unless you resubmit the request or notify the 
church that prayers are no longer needed.   

STEWARDSHIP 
Cindy Alexander 

From the  
DEACONS 


